-00' to 83 o -45' E. Agriculture is the key occupation of the people of this district. Geographically vizianagaram district divided in to 3 regions, i.e 1) The hilly region 2) The plains and 3) The coasts. The present study has concentrated to generate the information on uncultivated fodder grass. The grass family Poaceae is of a major economic and ecological importance. It is the single most important family of flowering plants for survival of mankind. The grasses form a natural homogenous group of plants with remarkable diversity playing a significant role in the lives of human beings and animals. Studies on grasslands and wild grasses, especially of fodder value have become very important for development of dairy industry, productions of meat and restoration of degraded ecosystems. The grasses have good potentials in sustainable development of the country as well as conservation of both plant and animal diversity. Study areas in vizianagaram district are undisturbed places, open grounds, strip lands, unused rice fields, orchards and sandy areas. During rainy season grass seeds germinate and grow very fast. All these grasses are annuals. Where as in summer, we can see very little pasture. Many grasses are perennials; they can survive in drought conditions, because they possess thick rhizomatous or stoloniferous root system and tufted growth. Perennial grasses form a valuable pasture.
INTRODUCTION
Hooker's 'Flora of British India' accounted for the known grasses of the country (Hooker 1896) . Cooke (1901 Cooke ( -1908 provided an account of grasses along with other families in his 'Flora of the Presidency of Bombay'. Gamble (1896) published 'The Bambuseae of British India'. Blatter & McCann (1935) published an excellent illustrated account of Bombay grasses while Achariyar & Mudaliyar (1921) published an account of South Indian grasses. Fischer (1934) contributed account for the grasses of Madras Presidency. Bor (1960) made extensive studies on grasses of Assam, Uttar Pradesh and published some 125 papers on Indian grasses and finally published a consolidated concise account of grasses of the whole Indian subcontinent 'The grasses of Burma, Ceylon, India and Pakistan. Several studies were conducted on the flora of North Coastal Andhra Pradesh. Subba rao (1977) studied on the flora of Visakhapatnam; Sriramulu (1986) studied flora of Srikakulam and Venkaiah (2004) flora of Vizianagaram district. In the present studies an attempt made to study the uncultivated fodder grasses of Vizianagaram district.
Everybody knows that all herbivorous animals depend upon the grass for their food. We can differentiate herbivorous animals into two categories namely, wild and domesticated or livestock animals. We need not take care about wild herbivores, because they feed on wild grass or green pastures of the forest areas. But we have to take a special care for livestock. Cultivated grass is compulsory for feeding the livestock at home. Generally cultivated grass is growing at the farms for livestock. It is very expensive and limited. In Vizianagaram there are no grasslands, but farmers are growing some types of grasses like Pennisetum spp., Sorghum spp., and also used straw of Rice, Maize, Sugarcane, Finger millet, Proso millet etc. It is limited and not sufficient for livestock, that's why they are being taken to open areas, where there are some pastures available. The present study concentrated on these uncultivated grasses growing in open lands and used as fodder. .
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Panicum dactylon L., Sp. Pl. 58.1753.
Perennial, stoloniferous, culms creeping or decumbent; leaves small, linear, base rounded, tip acuminate, distichous; spikes 4-5, digitate; spikelets sub sessile, laterally compressed; glumes sub equal, lanceolate, 1-nerved, lemma oblong, aristate, keels ciliate, palea linear, stamens 3, caryopsis oblong.
13. Dactyloctenium aegyptium (L.) Willd., Ess. Agrost. Expl. t. 15.1812; Gam vol. 3: 1840 Gam vol. 3: (1273 Gam vol. 3: ). 1934 Bor 489.1960 . (Fig. 1F An annual grass, culms erect or creeping, roots at the nodes, branches geniculately ascending, nodes bearded or glabrous, leaf sheaths 2-6 cm long, hairy near mouth, ligule a ciliate rim, blades 2-10 × 0.3-0.8 cm, linear, flat, base rounded, apex acuminate, glabrous or hairy with bulbous hairs; spikes 2-6, digitately radiating, upto 7 cm long, spikelets 3-5 flowered, laterally compressed, sessile, glumes subequal, folded, in lower keels scabrid, in upper keel smooth or hispid, awned, lemmas aristate, palea hyaline, winged on keels, stamens 3, stigmas plumose; caryopsis obovate.
14. Dichanthium annulatum (Forssk.) Stapf., Fl. Trop. Afr. 9: 178.1917; Gam vol. 3.1740; Bor 133.1960; Deshp in Fasc. Fl. India 15: 5.1984 . Andropogon annulatus Forssk., Fl. Aegy-Arab. 173.1775; FBI 7: 196.1896 .
A perennial, tufted grass, culms upto 70 cm tal, erect or ascending, nodes bearded, leaf sheaths 5-10 cm long, glabrous, ciliate near the mouth, ligule membranous, blades 6-20 × 0.3-0.5 cm, linear, base rounded, apex acuminate; racemes 6 cm long, sub digiatately fascicled, peduncles glabrous, spikelets 4 mm, 2-nate, sessile spikelet: 4mm, bisexual, elliptic-oblong, lower glume elliptic-oblong, truncate, keeled, ciliate, upper glume, nerveless, upper lemma narrow, with a scabrid, slender awn, stamens 3, stigmas plumose, caryopsis oblongslightly compressed, pedicelled spikelet: 4mm, male or barren, lower glume elliptic-oblong, 7-11 nerved keeled, upper glume narrow, 3-nerved, lower lemma ciliate, upper lemma small or obsolete. A perennial, tufted grass, ascending, nodes bearded or with short hairs, leaf sheaths 3-10 cm long, glabrous, ligule shortly ciliate membrane, blades 4-20× 0.3-0.5cm linear, base rounded, apex acuminate, glabroussparsely pubscent, racemes 1-6, upto 8 cm long, both terminal and axillary; joints and pedicels of racemes with short hairs, spikelets 4mm, 2-nate, sessile spikelets: 2mm, oblong, bisexual, lower glume oblong-obvate, 4-nerved, truncate, pilose, upper glume elliptic, 3-nerved, hairy, lower lemma lanceolate, nerveless, hyaline, upper narrow, awned, stamens 3, pedicelled spikelet, lower glume obovate, many nerved, pilose, upper glume and lemmas similar to sessile spikelet.
15.
16. Digitaria ciliaris (Retz.) Koeler., Descr. Gramin. 27.1802. (Fig. 1G ) Digitaria marginata Link var. fimbriata (Link) Stapf in Prain, Fl. Trop. Afr. 9: 440.1919; Gam vol. 3: 1764 Gam vol. 3: (1222 An annual, tufted grass, culms upto 90 cm tall, usually ascending from geniculate or prostrate base, branching from lower nodes, nodes glabrous, leaf sheaths 4-12 cm long, glabrous, ligule membranous, truncate, blades 4-10 × 0.4-0.6 cm, linear-lanceolate, base cordate, apex acute, glabrous, racemes 4-9, 10 cm long, digitate, rachis serrate, trigonous, spikelets 3mm, elliptic-lanceolate, 2-nate, apperssed to the rachis, glabroussparsely ciliate, homomorphous, lower glume reduced to a triangular scale, upper glume linear-lanceolate, 3-5 nerved, pubescent, lower lemma oblong-lanceolate, 5-nerved, marginal nerves pubescent, upper lemma oblonglanceolate, obscurely 3-nerved, stamens 3, stigmas plumose, caryopsis oblong.
17. Digitaria longiflora (Retz.) Pers., Gam vol. 3: 1765; Bor 302.1960 . Paspalum longiflorum Retz., Obs. Bot. 4: 5.1786; FBI 7: 17.1896. . www.tropicalplantresearch.com 526 An annual, tufted grass, culms upto 60 cm tall, ascending, rooting at the nodes, nodes glabrous, leaf sheaths 2-4 cm long, glabrous, ligule membranous, blades 2-7 × 0.2-0.5 cm, linear-lanceolate, base rounded, apex acuminate, glabrous, racemes 2-5, 7 cm long, digitate, rachis serrate, spikelets 2 mm long, elliptic, homomorphous, sparsely pubscent, lower glume absent, upper glume oblong-ovate, 3-5 nerved, hairy, lower .
www.tropicalplantresearch.com 533 55. Sporobolus coromandelianus (Retz.) Kunth., FBI 7: 252.1896; Gam vol. 3: 1817 Gam vol. 3: (1258 
